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Mark 1:29-38; I Corinthians 9:16-23; Isaiah 40:21-31
 
	A young, enthusiastic pastor spoke about the great possibilities that existed as a result of the church being directly across the street from a high school.  The congregation had begun to notice, not without some irritation, that the youth from the school found the church to be a natural gathering place.  Someone suggested that perhaps this was a ministry opportunity while others from the church began to construct a program that the church might roll out at the feet of the young people.  The congregation could be the gospel in the midst of these young people, the youth would grow in appreciation of the church, the church would grow in number and strength as opposed to the decline it had been experiencing.  There were even secret expectations that the young people would save the church.  When asked how many young people were part of the group to plan the program, the quick answer was “none.”  Why?
	In the cold country of the northern plains, Adam Copeland took up the call to be a developer of young adult ministry in the greater Fargo/Moorhead metropolitan area.  We may not wonder what these communities that straddle both the Red River and the boundaries between North Dakota and Minnesota could teach us but if we should look about, we are not overflowing with young adults.  After discovering that fully one-fourth of the population of the cities---about 45,000 young people---were not connected to any of the many churches available and remembering with great affection his experience in church, church-related college, and seminary, Copeland employed an old pastor’s trick: he listened a lot and talked very little.  His first learning was that young adults are not antagonistic to the church they are merely indifferent.  Emerging adults---those who are not yet married with young children and stable employment---live in a constant state of flux.  “They hope to move soon and they work three part-time jobs, all of which they hate.  This young adult cohort typically sports tattoos and numberless questions.  
	Copeland continued to use his old pastor’s trick: listen a lot, take little.  He heard that young people want space “to address questions of faith, life and ethics’ and they wish to do this together.  Post Christian young adults find that “conversation is authority” and are thus drawn to “interactive prayer stations, [dialogues] about a scripture passage, and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.”  Copeland suggests that rather than create another program that congregations imagine how they might create a ministry of the church that focuses upon young adults.  These congregations may even, as Copeland has done, need to listen to young adults---listen a lot, talk little.  Copeland finally concludes that he is not called to bring God to young adults for as he listens, he senses that God is already at work in these lives.  He still wonders how the church can minister with these young people and hopes that the church can catch and claim the vision that is erupting among young people.  And most of all, that the church will listen.  Will we?
	According the Mark, from the beginning, Jesus encountered similar dilemmas.  All around him, God was at work and the task of Jesus was to respond with gospel.  If one was possessed of a demon even in the synagogue, the good news he proclaimed came in the words: Be silent, come out.”  In the gospel for today, Jesus enters a home where Simon’s mother-in-law has been laid low by a fever.  He responds by taking her hand and lifting her up off the bed and the fever departs.  As others are brought to the door, he cures and casts out demons.  And after dawn prayer, he moves off to other towns to proclaim the message.  
	Often we are so preoccupied by the message---whether or not we get it correct, whether we say it winsomely, whether we are even heard---that we often forget that the most powerful message is the messenger and how that messenger interacts with the people.  Though Jesus visits the synagogues of the area, good news is frequently received through responses to the people who come to him.  No synagogue sermons are recorded in the gospels,   Rather the good news is filled with actions directed toward those who were available to the receiving of this news.  
	Though Jesus seems to have a plan in mind---let us go to the surrounding towns---often good news is brought forth along the way, again prompted by those who approach Jesus.  Though Jesus speaks a lot, according to Mark, he listens even more and it is as a result of the listening that healing occurs and hope is restored.  Consistently for Mark, the message is in the messenger.  Is that not the crux of incarnation?
	What messages do we offer by how we offer the message?  Do we offer the message only in the way that it has been offered to us?  Or shall we learn of new ways to be good news, perhaps even from those who seek it from us?  Will we listen a lot and speak little?  Could we even become like Paul: a Jew to the Jew, weak to the weak, all things to all people so that a few might be saved?   The fearful church insists that others hear the truth it knows, the loving church joins others in the conversation about truth.  
	Holy Communion, the Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist is counted an important event by many young adults.  What message is being offered in the offering of bread and wine?  Could it be that in Table fellowship, a conversation about faith and life and ethics is explored: a life is sacrificially given so that others might grow in faith.  How is this possible?  What does it mean?  Authority might be found in just such a conversation.  The messenger is the message and he meets us at the Table today.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.
	
